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Tundra zone, with the usual vast areas of marshes during
the summer.
Some Eskimos live near the Behring Strait. Elsewhere the
people are Chukchis, reindeer-breeders wno migrate with
their herds to the coast in summer. Steamboats visit the
bays, and supply the trading-posts \vith various commodities.
There are very large herds of deer in this region, and, together
with those of Kamchatkha, they constitute about a half of
the total deer population of the Soviet Union.
Some of the Chukchis, however, lead a more settled life,
hunting in the \\inter, and fishing and hunting seals and
walrus during the summer. They use the dog in place of the
reindeer as a draught animal.
Apart from the Chukchis and Eskimos, there are a few
Russians at the trading-posts and educational stations.
Near the Behring Strait there are valuable deposits of gold,
silver, zinc, lead, and graphite. In the Anadyr valley, and
to the south of the port of Anadyr, coal is mined and supplies
the ships of the Arctic sea-route.
The Upper Kolyma Valley
This region is of importance since the new gold-bearing
area was opened recently (see p. 325).
The Ghukhot Peninsula now constitutes the Chukhot
National Region, with a population of about 15,000.